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Marie Dennis, Co-President, Pax Christi International 

The new sustainable development agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) provide us with an 
international roadmap for action in response to Pope Francis’s exhortation in his 2015 encyclical Laudato Si’ (“On Care 
for Our Common Home”). Whatever the entry point appropriate to your particular context as our member or partner in 
the Asia-Pacific region, efforts to implement one or more of the SDGs will find support in the encyclical. 

The SDGs cover a broad range of sustainable development issues that are relevant to our movement, its mission, vision 
and activities, but SDG16 (“Promote peaceful and inclusive societies”) is of special interest to the Pax Christi family. In 
an extremely important recognition of the ‘cause and effect’ link between poverty, environmental degradation and war 
or violence, SDG16 underscores the need for reconciliation and peacebuilding as an integral part of the sustainable 
development process.

Thank you for your efforts in support of the SDGs in the Asia-Pacific region. They will help us all to better understand 
and promote just peace as essential to the integral ecology and integral human development to which Pope Francis so 
often refers.

Forward
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About Pax Christi International 

Pax Christi International is a global Catholic peace movement consisting of 120 member organisations in Europe, Africa, 
the Americas and the Caribbean, the Middle East and the Asia-Pacific region. Our members work on peace, respect 
for human rights, justice and reconciliation throughout the world and in many different ways, ranging from grassroots 
activities with local communities to high-level political work. In the Asia-Pacific region, we have member organisations 
in Australia, Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Japan, Republic of Korea, New Zealand, Pakistan, the Philippines, Sri Lanka, 
Taiwan and Thailand. 

Why This SDG Guide? 

This guide has been developed for a UNESCO-funded SDG-training which took place with member and partner 
organisations in the Asia-Pacific region during the Nurturing Spirituality to Achieve Sustainable Peace in Asia and the 
Pacific conference from 27 November to 1 December 2017. This document was used by participants for their preparation 
and during the training. Afterwards, input from the discussions and pictures from the training have been incorporated 
in this final version which is shared throughout the worldwide network. 

Through this guide, we wish to inform those who took part in the training, as well as people from our wider network, 
about the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), highlight current contributions in the Asia-Pacific region, and provide 
inspiration and tools for further action. We encourage readers of this guide to translate and apply relevant parts of this 
guide to their specific situations and ground realities. 

Contact Person

Alice Kooij Martinez, Senior Advocacy Officer and author of this guide, International Secretariat, Pax Christi International, 
e-mail address: a.kooij@paxchristi.net. Note that with regard to the advocacy strategy chapter, the method used is from 
Erik N. J. Laan, “Strategic Lobby and Advocacy Planning for Dummies”, IKV PAX Christi, 2011.
 

This Guide

“We are faced not with two separate crises, one environmental and the other social, but 
rather with one complex crisis which is both social and environmental. Strategies for a 

solution demand an integrated approach to combating poverty, restoring dignity to the 
excluded, and at the same time protecting nature.” 

Pope Francis, Laudato Si’ (On Care for Our Common Home), 139 
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The United Nations (UN) 

The UN was founded in 1945, in response to World War II in order 
to prevent another such conflict. In the same year, the Pax Christi 
movement was born to promote reconciliation and peace in the post-
war era. The tasks of the UN are to maintain international peace and 
security, develop friendly relations among nations, promote social 
progress, better living standards and human rights. It is the biggest international organisation in the world, as almost all 
countries are members, including those of the Asia-Pacific region (one exception is Taiwan, which left the United Nations 
in 1971 when the Republic of China got a seat). 

Pax Christi International has had Special Consultative Status at the United Nations since 1979. Its representatives at 
the UN in New York, Geneva, Vienna, and UNESCO in Paris bring, in cooperation with the International Secretariat, the 
experiences, concerns and recommendations of its member organisations and partners to the international policy arena. 

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)

In 2000, UN countries came together during the Millennium Summit to discuss the international development agenda 
for the twenty-first century. As follow-up, eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) regarding poverty, education, 
gender equality, child mortality, maternal health, disease, the environment and global partnership were launched, with 
a deadline of 2015. Although major advances have been made in some of the MDGs, such as in the field of poverty 
reduction, primary education and health, several goals were not achieved. However, these clear and measurable goals 
have helped increase international development commitments as well as improved coordination.

Sustainable Development Agenda

In 2015, after extensive consultations with stakeholders around the world, UN countries adopted a successor development 
agenda to the MDGs for the period 2015 to 2030. The new framework is called the sustainable development agenda. 
Importantly, the new agenda provided an opportunity for the enhancement of the accomplishments of the MDGs and 
the incorporation of development issues initially neglected or that arose in the interim.

Whilst the MDGs primarily incorporated 
the social aspects of development, 
they failed to sufficiently incorporate 
the interdependent economic and 
ecological aspects. Positively, the 
sustainable development agenda has an 
improved approach by balancing social, 
economic and ecological development. 
Through this new vision on development 
and by rightly applying it through the 
new sustainable development agenda,  
inclusive  and  sustainable  economic 
development  will  be  enabled  within  
our  social  and  planetary  boundaries.

Get to Know
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Importantly, the sustainable development agenda applies equally to all countries, while the MDGs were mostly focused 
on developing countries. An international approach is indispensable in reaching a sustainable world, as challenges with 
respect to sustainable development are present in all countries and interlinked, such as climate change, migration, youth 
unemployment and air pollution. It needs to be a process in which all countries, developed and less developed, have a 
part and are involved.  

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

In order to implement the sustainable development agenda, the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) - a set of 17 
global goals with 169 targets - have been launched. You can find an overview here below and in the last chapter of 
this guide, a list of governments’ commitments. The SDGs include the MDGs areas, such as poverty, hunger, health, 
education and gender equality, but importantly also add new topics, such as energy, infrastructure, economic growth 
and employment, inequality, cities, sustainable consumption and production, climate change, forests, oceans, and peace 
and security. 

Goal 1: No Poverty     Goal 10: Reduced Inequalities
Goal 2: Zero Hunger     Goal 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities
Goal 3: Good Health and Well-Being  Goal 12: Responsible Consumption and Production
Goal 4: Quality Education    Goal 13: Climate Action 
Goal 5: Gender Equality    Goal 14: Life Below Water
Goal 6: Clean Water and Sanitation  Goal 15: Life on Land    
Goal 7: Affordable and Clean Energy  Goal 16: Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions
Goal 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth Goal 17: Partnerships for the Goals 
Goal 9: Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure
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Means of Implementation 

“We reaffirm our strong commitment to the full implementation of this new Agenda. We 
recognize that we will not be able to achieve our ambitious Goals and targets without 

a revitalized and enhanced Global Partnership and comparably ambitious means of 
implementation. The revitalized Global Partnership will facilitate an intensive global 

engagement in support of implementation of all the goals and targets, bringing together 
Governments, civil society, the private sector, the United Nations system and other actors 

and mobilizing all available resources.”

UN countries, The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 60 

The implementation and success of the SDGs will highly depend on the sustainable development policies, plans and 
programmes of UN countries and the established partnerships with other stakeholders for their formulation, evaluation 
and implementation. For the measuring of the implementation of the different SDGs, targets have been put in place to 
assess economic, social and ecological development. For the monitoring of these targets, the UN has developed a list of 
indicators, while governments can add their own. 

What governments should do for implementation at the national level:

• Put in place a national SDG implementation plan rightly balancing the three dimensions of sustainable development 
and involving all the relevant governmental institutions and stakeholders through meetings and consultations. 

• Mobilise resources and develop financing strategies for the implementation of the plan and partner with international 
organisations, the private sector and civil society. 

• Build and conduct monitoring and review of the SDGs and targets at the national level and strengthen the capacity 
for quality, accessible and timely data collection.

• Make sure to sufficiently focus on vulnerable groups through the plan, their participation in the meetings as well as 
on disaggregated data for monitoring and evaluation. 

What governments should do for implementation at the international level: 

• Assess what further action can be taken for the realisation of SDGs in their country by looking at the annual SDG 
Progress Report by the UN Secretary-General. 

• Submit a national review report to the High Level Political Forum on sustainable development (HLPF) which plays a 
central role in reviewing progress towards the SDGs, while studying reports of Major Groups and other stakeholders 
to the HLPF. 

• Help other countries in setting up national implementation plans, financing strategies, mechanisms for consultation 
and capacity-building for monitoring and evaluation. 
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SDGs and Nonviolence
For the Pax Christi movement active nonviolence is spirituality and a way of life.  It is a set of 
powerful, creative and effective methodologies for challenging and overcoming direct and 
structural violence without using violence, for constructively engaging, transforming and 
resolving conflict and for fostering social, economic and ecological justice. 
 
“Nonviolence as a style of the politics for peace,” described by Pope Francis in his 2017 
World Day of Peace message can mobilise our communities, our nations, and our world 
to accomplish the agenda set forth by the Sustainable Development Goals - promoting the 
things that make for integral peace: economic justice, human dignity, a flourishing planet, 
and a world free from every form of violence. 

For example, the High Level Independent Panel on UN Peace Operations report from 2015 highlights nonviolent 
approaches to integral peace, emphasizing the importance of systemic factors, such as the equitable distribution of 
resources, confidence in political processes and responsible state structures, promoting the rule of law and ensuring 
respect for human rights. 

Active nonviolence provides an effective way to promote the peaceful and inclusive societies recognised by SDG 16 
as essential to just and sustainable development and to interrupting the direct and structural violence that prevent 
achievement of the SDGs.

Societies that are nonviolent will promote dialogue and honest communication. They will nurture respect, mutuality, 
and cooperation. Such societies will be well trained in approaches to active nonviolence that both construct the societies 
envisioned by the SDGs, and, when needed, disrupt unjust systems through carefully organised resistance efforts.
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#ThisIsNonviolence

Nika Dizon of Pax Christi-Miriam College in the Philippines, speaks truth to 

power, calling on the Philippine government to pass the Bangsamoro Basic 

Law granting Muslims in Mindanao greater autonomy. Students like Nika 

demand their leaders remain committed to the decades-old agreement and 

forge a path of peace for the victims of historical injustice.

Pax Christi International. What nonviolence looks like. 
www.paxchristi.net
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Get Involved 
Why Is It So Important? 

The process towards the sustainable development agenda and the 17 SDGs has been very inclusive of civil society 
with dialogues that have taken place around the world. It’s crucial for the implementation of the agenda that strong 
participation continues in the years up to 2030. Members and partners of Pax Christi International in the Asia-Pacific 
region can highly contribute through their experience and expertise in working on different themes relevant to the SDGs 
and through their outreach to communities as well as decision-makers. 

What Can You Do?

As civil society you can be involved in different ways regarding the SDGs to help governments attain peaceful, just and 
inclusive societies: 

• Train the members of your organisation or group on what the SDGs are and on how they could take action (see 
chapter ‘Training Methodology’). 

• Make a map of what you can do to contribute to the SDGs through your organisation or group (see chapter 
‘Organisational Mapping’). 

• Build relations with people from development, environment, disarmament, gender equality, social, human rights, 
business and other sectors to set up alliances for joint activities, such as reaching out to vulnerable groups, awareness-
raising, advocacy and monitoring. 

• Contact your Church, such as through your bishops’ conference, diocese and parish, to inform them about the SDGs 
and possible actions that can be taken. 

• Push your government to implement the SDGs at local, regional, national and international levels through policy-
influencing work (see chapter ‘Advocacy Strategy’). 

• Advocate your government to report to the High Level Political Forum which reviews the current progress of the 
SDGs, and draft shadow reports on progress and budgets. 

• Take part in accountability meetings at national, regional and international levels. 

IISD/ENB @ 2015 Meeting of the High-Level Political 
Forum on Sustainable Development | HLPF-2015 | 30 June 2015
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Training Methodology 

Your organisation or group could organise a SDG-training for your colleagues, members and partners to inform them 
about the SDGs, discuss their importance as well as their interdependence, and brainstorm about what concrete actions 
participants can take themselves. Make it an interactive session with a lot of visuals and group discussions. 

Below you’ll find some suggestions on how to carry out such a training with your colleagues. 

Step 1: Explain the SDGs
You can use existing materials, such as the 17 Goals Basic Slide set: http://17goals.org/17goals-basic-slide-set/ and 
the UNSCC explainer video: http://17goals.org/explainer-videos/. More materials are available through the website of 
Global Goals: http://www.globalgoals.org/. 

Step 2: Have a Group Discussion 
Print the SDGs’ logos as cards and place them on a table. Ask participants to stand around the table and pick an SDG 
that they particularly care about. If several people pick the same card, they can form a group. Let them share why the 
particular SDG is important to them. Then ask participants to walk to other people who picked cards of SDGs that relate 
to theirs, so that the interdependence between the SDGs will become clear. Then have a discussion about it. 

Step 3: Give Inspiring Examples
After discussing the SDGs, it would be good to give participants inspiration via concrete examples of actions they can 
take themselves. In fact, contributing to the SDGs can be done in very concrete ways and many examples of actions have 
been taken around the world. Participants can take actions themselves and with others. 

Step 4: Brainstorm in Groups 
Following the discussions and the giving of inspiration, ask the participants to form groups to brainstorm about actions. 
Give them big papers to write down their ideas, who will be involved, with whom they can work together, what resources 
they need, and so on. After the group exercise, ask the different groups to report back in plenary and hang the papers 
on the wall. 

Communicate about the results of the training through pictures and videos on social media using SDGs hashtags as 
#Together2030 #2030NOW #SDGs #SDG4Actions #GlobalGoals #LeaveNoOneBehind. 

Examples of what people can do themselves can be found in the Lazy Person’s Guide to Saving 
the World (http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/takeaction/) and what people can do 
together through the SDGs in Action app (https://sdgsinaction.com/). Particularly, the Youth 

Solutions Report (http://www.youthsolutions.report/) and UNDP report with 10 best practices 
from the Asia-Pacific (http://17goals.org/undp-report-10-sdg-success-stories/) also offer 

interesting inspiration. 

LeaveNoOneBehind#
Together2030#

2030NOW#

SDG4Actions#
GlobalGoals#
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Organisational Mapping

Your organisation or group can help governments in achieving the SDGs and the world in becoming a more sustainable 
place for people and the planet by assessing your own functions and activities. Through the carrying out of ‘organisational 
mapping’, you can, together with your colleagues, look at the following: 

• What your organisation or group is already doing to contribute to the SDGs. 
• What more you can concretely do as an organisation or group in terms of actions.

Follow the questions below to carry out SDG-mapping with your organisation or group. 

First Question: What Are the SDGs? 
Get to know the SDGs by reading this guide with 
your colleagues. If you have questions, contact the 
International Secretariat. For more information, 
you can consult the links in the chapter with 
resources and attend some of the online events 
that the UN is organising. 

Second Question: What Are We Already Doing?
What is your organisation or group already 
doing? Look at the mission, vision, action plans 
and other relevant documents. Also look at how 
the organisation is functioning (labour law rules, 
participation by staff, ecology measures, and so 
on). Make a map: visualise what activities of your 
organisation or group contribute to one or more 
SDGs. You can use a poster with all the SDGs, as 
the one here on the right. 

Third Guestion: What More Can We Do?
What more can you do as an organisation or 
group? Present the mapping to all your colleagues. Brainstorm with everyone what activities you can undertake to 
contribute to the SDGs and add them to your visualisation. Also, ask what other organisations, politicians, companies, 
universities are planning for which you can work together. 

Fourth Question: What Are Our Goals and Actions?
Make a plan of what you will do with your organisation or group. What will be your legacy by 2030? A first step is 
to include actions in the planning documents of your organisation. Carry out actions at different levels: organisation, 
infrastructure, your composition of your members, activities and advocacy work with decision-makers. 

Communicate about your stories of involvement with issues of the SDG’s through videos on social media using SDGs 
hashtags as #Together2030 #2030NOW #SDGs #SDG4Actions #GlobalGoals #LeaveNoOneBehind. We have done this 
during our training on the Pax Christi International website and social media.

LeaveNoOneBehind#
Together2030#

2030NOW#

SDG4Actions#
GlobalGoals#
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Advocacy Strategy 

As a member or partner of Pax Christi International, you can help governments at local, national, regional and 
international levels to make better policies for the realisation of the SDGs through policy-influencing work. Based on 
your expertise and experience, you could have great ideas for concrete activities, the re-organisation of budgets, ways 
to engage communities, and so on. 

Follow the steps below to build an advocacy strategy with your organisation.

Step 1: Do Monitoring 
Monitor your country’s context in terms of the realisation of the SDGs, its targets and indicators. What is the current 
situation and what are the relevant policy processes?

Step 2: Define the Problem or Problems 
Define the core problem or problems for reaching SDGs that your organisation has experience and expertise in and for 
which there are policy opportunities for change. 

Step 3: Set Your Strategic Goal 
Set your strategic goal once you have identified one or more core problems your organisation could work on. What 
policy changes would you like to achieve in the long 
term? 

Step 4: Make a Power Analysis 
Analyse the stakeholders that you need to target 
for your goal and their levels of power, such as 
relevant policy makers, Church leaders, other CSOs, 
corporations and media. 

Step 5: Define SMART-Goals 
Define Specific, Measurable, Attainable, Realistic and 
Time-bound (SMART) goals that are steps leading 
towards your strategic goal. 

Step 6: Craft Your Message 
Determine your message and elaborate short, 
concise and clear standpoints expressing what your 
organisation asks from policy makers by giving them 
concrete suggestions. 

Step 7: Make an Action Plan 
Make an action plan outlining the policy-influencing activities you want to undertake. Who will be your targets? Who 
will do what, when and where? With whom will you partner? What inputs, resources and expertise do you need for the 
carrying out of activities? 
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SDG Training in Asia-Pacific 
Group Discussions 

During our SDG-training with member and partner organisations in the Asia-Pacific region, the SDGs were acknowledged 
as an important international policy tool for their work. Through presentations on their work and a mapping, it became 
clear that they are contributing to almost all the SDGs. With regard to the implementation of the SDGs, it was underlined 
that moral, cultural and spiritual factors should be taken into account as well as cultural and gender sensitivity. The 
human community dimension is of great importance for the region. Although all the SDGs were perceived as important 
and interlinked, these were highlighted: 

Goal 4: Quality Education
Goal 5: Gender Equality
Goal 10: Reduced Inequalities
Goal 6, 7, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15: Climate Action
Goal 16: Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions

The following proposals were made with regard to future action as network: 

• To continue to contribute to the different SDGs through current work of member and partner organisations and to 
find new ways and means to strengthen efforts. 

• To bring the knowledge on SDGs to communities they are working with. 
• To contact governments to know about their implementation plans if they are not already in contact with them and 

ask for ways to give input. 
• To work together with governments, other civil society organisations, Churches, communities and schools, also by 

forming or joining networks or coalitions doing SDG-related work. 
• To engage with parliamentarians to monitor the progress of the SDGs through indicators. 
• To participate in the writing of shadow reports with other civil society organisations. 
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Goal 1 - End Poverty in All Its Forms Everywhere 

In countries where our member and organisations are working, such as Bangladesh, the 
Philippines, Pakistan, Thailand, Sri Lanka, and Indonesia, levels of poverty are very high. Pax 
Christi Negros in the Philippines is supporting communities in poverty reduction through a self-
help sustainable livelihood programme. 

This is what governments have committed themselves to by 2030:  

• End extreme poverty for all people everywhere; 
• Reduce poverty by at least 50%; 
• Implement social protection systems; 
• Equal rights to ownership, services and economic resources; 
• Build resilience to environmental, economic and social disasters; 
• Mobilise resources to implement policies to end poverty; 
• Create pro-poor and gender-sensitive policy frameworks. 

Goal 2 - End Hunger, Achieve Food Security and Improved 
Nutrition and Promote Sustainable Agriculture

While in the Asia-Pacific countries hunger is a big problem, one-third of the food produced in the 
world for human consumption every year gets lost or wasted. Food losses and waste amount to 
roughly US$ 680 billion in industrialised countries and US$ 310 billion in developing countries.*

This is what governments have committed themselves to by 2030:  

• Universal access to safe and   
 nutritious food; 
• End all forms of malnutrition;
• Double the productivity and incomes of small-scale   
 food producers;
• Sustainable food production and resilient    
 agricultural practices;
• Ensure genetic diversity in food production; 
• Invest in rural infrastructure, agricultural research,   
 technology and gene banks;
• Prevent agricultural trade restrictions, market    
 distortions and export subsidies;
• Ensure stable food commodity markets and timely   
 access to information. 

List of 17 SDGs 

 * See this website: http://www.fao.org/save-food/resources/keyfindings/en/
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Goal 3 - Ensure Healthy Lives and Promote Well-Being for All 
at All Ages 

In the Philippines, churches are responding to the problem of drug use in their communities 
related to social problems and the thousands of extrajudicial killings of drug users and sellers. 
They offer crucial support through rehabilitation programmes for drug users and mental support 
for the families victimised by the killings, including children. 

This is what governments have committed themselves to by 2030:  

• Reduce maternal mortality; 
• End preventable deaths under 5 years of age;
• Fight communicable diseases; 
• Reduce mortality from non-communicable diseases; 
• Prevent and treat substance abuse;
• Reduce road injuries and deaths;
• Universal access to reproductive care, planning and 

education;
• Achieve universal health coverage; 
• Reduce illnesses and death from hazardous chemicals 

and pollution;
• Implement the WHO Framework on Tobacco;
• Support research, development and universal access to 

affordable vaccines and medicines;
• Increase health financing and workforce support for 

developing countries. 

Goal 4 - Ensure Inclusive and Equitable Quality Education and 
Promote Lifelong Learning Opportunities for All

In Pakistan, Catholics are a minority of about 2.5% of the population and often discriminated 
against. Our member organisation in Pakistan, the Catholic Commission for Peace and Justice, is 
carrying out a campaign for unbiased education in schools for discriminatory words in schoolbooks 
against the Catholic religion to be removed. 

This is what governments have committed themselves to by 2030: 
 
• Free primary and secondary education;
• Equal access to quality pre-primary education;
• Equal access to affordable technical, vocational and higher education;
• Increase the number of people with relevant skills for financial success;
• No discrimination in education;
• Universal literacy and numeracy;
• Education for global citizenship;
• Build and upgrade inclusive and safe schools;
• Expand higher education scholarships for developing countries.
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Goal 5 - Achieve Gender Equality and Empower All Women and 
Girls 

Domestic violence, armed conflicts and guns are lethal combinations for women. Every year, Pax 
Christi Philippines organises “16 Days of Activism Against Gender-based Violence” asking people 
to wear orange to show solidarity for victims and to call for prevention and an end. Also, they 
train women and advocate for women’s policy participation. 

This is what governments have committed themselves to by 2030: 
 

• End discrimination against women and girls;
• End all violence against and exploitation of women;
• Eliminate forced marriages and genital mutilation;
• Value unpaid care and promote shared domestic   
 responsibilities;
• Equal opportunities and participation in leadership;
• Universal access to reproductive health and rights;
• Equal access to economic resources, property ownership  
 and services;
• Promote empowerment of women through technology;
• Adopt policies and enforce legislation for gender equality. 

Goal 6 - Ensure Availability and Sustainable Management of 
Water and Sanitation for All

Hundreds of millions of people around the world, including in the Asia-Pacific region, do not have 
access to essential water, sanitation, and hygiene services. Pax Christi Aotearoa New Zealand 
organised a lecture series in 2016, including one specifically on water quality issues in New 
Zealand. 

This is what governments have committed themselves to by 2030:  

• Safe and affordable drinking water;
• End open defecation and provide access to sanitation and hygiene;
• Improve water quality, wastewater treatment and safe reuse;
• Increase water-use efficiency and ensure freshwater supplies;
• Integrated water resources management and transboundary cooperation;
• Protect and restore water-related ecosystems;
• Expand water- and sanitation-related support for developing countries;
• Support local engagement in water and sanitation management. 
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Goal 7 - Ensure Access to Affordable, Reliable, Sustainable 
and Modern Energy for All

The extractives industry is on the rise in the Asia-Pacific region including for energy. Pax Christi 
Australia conducts learning and solidarity missions to communities who are faced with forced 
displacement, destruction of homes, diversion of water supply, bribery of local leaders and 
harassment.  

This is what governments have committed themselves to 
by 2030: 
 
• Universal access to modern energy;
• Increase global percentage of renewable energy;
• Double the improvement in energy efficiency;
• Invest in and facilitate access to clean energy research and technology;
• Expand and upgrade energy services for developing countries. 

Goal 8 - Promote Sustained, Inclusive and Sustainable Economic 
Growth, Full and Productive Employment and Decent Work for All

In the Asia-Pacific region, the youth unemployment rate is 11.4% and youth are up to 9 times 
more likely to be unemployed than adults. Our member organisation in India, the National 
Commission for Justice, Peace and Development, has offered career guidance to youth and 
trained them in entrepreneurship. 

This is what governments have committed themselves to by 2030:  

• Sustainable economic growth;
• Diversify, innovate and upgrade for economic productivity;
• Promote policies to support job creation and growing enterprises;
• Improve resource efficiency in consumption and production;
• Decent work and equal pay;
• Reduce youth unemployment;
• End modern slavery, trafficking and child labour;
• Universal labour rights and safe working environments;
• Promote beneficial and sustainable tourism;
• Universal access to banking, insurance and financial services;
• Increase aid for trade support for developing countries;
• Develop a Global Youth Employment Strategy.
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Goal 9 - Build Resilient Infrastructure, Promote Inclusive and 
Sustainable Industrialisation and Foster Innovation

Green jobs, amongst others in the field of industry, innovation and infrastructure, respond to 
the challenges of environmental protection, economic and social development. In line with 
Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si’, jobs should provide a living wage, respect the dignity of the 
human person and respect the environment.

This is what governments have committed themselves to by 2030:  

• Sustainable and inclusive infrastructures;
• Promote inclusive and sustainable industrialisation;
• Increased access to financial services and markets;
• Upgrade all industries and infrastructures for sustainability;
• Increase research and upgrade industrial technologies; 
• Facilitate sustainable infrastructure development;
• Support domestic industrial diversification and value addition;
• Universal access to information and communications technology.

Goal 10 - Reduce Inequality Within and Among Countries 

Our member organisation, the Missionary Society of St. Columban, has been supporting the 
Rohingya, a mostly Muslim ethnic minority that has been heavily prosecuted in Myanmar and 
of which many have fled abroad. In Thailand, the Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS), our partner 
organisation, is offering access to inclusive education to refugees. 

This is what governments have committed themselves to by 2030:  

• Reduce income inequalities;
• Promote universal social, economic and political inclusion;
• Ensure equal opportunities and end discrimination;
• Adopt fiscal and social policies that promote equality;
• Improve regulation of global financial markets and institutions;
• Ensure representation for developing countries in financial institutions;
• Compassionate and responsible migration policies; 
• Special and differential treatment for developing countries;
• Development assistance and investment in least developed countries;
• Reduce transaction costs for migrant remittances. 
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Goal 11 - Make Cities and Human Settlements Inclusive, Safe, 
Resilient and Sustainable 

Sustainable cities work towards an environmentally, socially, and economically healthy and 
resilient habitat, which is important for the Asia-Pacific region as its  urban population is projected 
to increase from 1.8 billion to 2.8 billion by 2030. Pax Christi Negros in the Philippines has acquired 
a plot of land and is carrying out a housing project with communities. 

This is what governments have committed themselves to by 2030:  

• Safe and affordable housing;
• Affordable and sustainable transport systems;
• Inclusive and sustainable urbanisation;
• Protect the world’s cultural and natural heritage;
• Reduce the adverse effects of natural disasters;
• Minimise the environmental impact of cities;
• Build safe and inclusive green public spaces;
• Strong national and regional development planning;
• Implement policies for inclusion, resource efficiency and disaster risk reduction;
• Support least developed countries in sustainable and resilient building. 

Goal 12 - Ensure Sustainable Consumption and Production 
Patterns

The divestment toolkit made by the Global Catholic Climate Movement, of which Pax Christi 
International is a member, provides a roadmap, tools and resources for Catholics and others 
interested in engaging for divestment in their family life, organisations or communities.*

This is what governments have committed themselves to by 2030:  

• Implement the 10-year sustainable consumption and production framework;
• Sustainable management and use of natural resources;
• Halve global per capita food waste;
• Responsible management of chemicals and waste; 
• Substantially reduce waste generation;
• Encourage sustainable practices for companies;
• Sustainable public procurement practices;
• Promote universal understanding of sustainable lifestyles;
• Strengthen the scientific and technological capacity of developing countries;
• Develop and implement tools to monitor sustainable tourism;
• Remove market distortions that encourage wasteful consumption. 

* See this website: http://catholicclimatemovement.global/divest-reinvest-toolkit-for-catholic-communities/
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Goal 13 - Take Urgent Action to Combat Climate Change and Its 
Impacts

The Asia-Pacific region is one of the most vulnerable regions to climate change and its impact. Pax 
Christi Australia, in addition to opposing mining activities in the country, supported young people 
from the Pacific in participating in the Bonn UN climate conference in 2017. 

This is what governments have committed themselves to by 2030:  

• Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to  
 climate-related disasters;
• Integrate climate change measures;
• Build knowledge and capacity to meet climate change challenges;
• Implement the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change;
• Promote mechanisms to raise capacity for planning and    
 management. 

Goal 14 - Conserve and Sustainably Use the Oceans, Seas and 
Marine Resources for Sustainable Development

For all peoples of the Pacific, the sustainable use of resources from ocean and sea is central to 
their survival and culture. For example, for the Maori, water is the essence of all life, akin to the 
blood of Papatuanuuku (Earth mother) who supports all people, plants and wildlife. 

This is what governments have committed themselves to by 2030:  

• Reduce marine pollution;
• Protect and restore ecosystems;
• Reduce ocean acidification;
• Sustainable fishing; 
• Conserve coastal and marine areas;
• End subsidies contributing to overfishing. 



Goal 15 - Protect, Restore and Promote Sustainable Use of 
Terrestrial Ecosystems, Sustainably Manage Forests, Combat 
Desertification, and Halt and Reverse Land Degradation and 
Halt Biodiversity Loss

The Billion Tree Campaign - supported by the United Nations  - encourages people, communities, 
organisations, businesses, civil society and governments to collectively plant at least one billion 
trees worldwide each year to help with the climate crisis.*  Pax Christi Negros in the Philippines 
has been involved in a reforestation project on its island. 

This is what governments have committed themselves to by 2030:  

• Conserve and restore terrestrial and freshwater ecosystems; 
• Sustainably manage all forests;
• Stop desertification and restore degraded land;
• Ensure conservation of mountain ecosystems;
• Protect biodiversity and natural habitats;
• Promote fair share of benefits from, and access to genetic resources;
• Eliminate poaching and trafficking of protected species;
• Prevent invasive alien species on land and in water ecosystems;
• Integrate ecosystem and biodiversity in governmental planning;
• Increase financial resources to conserve and sustainably use ecosystem and biodiversity;
• Finance and incentivise sustainable forest management;
• Combat global poaching and trafficking. 

Goal 16 - Promote Peaceful and Inclusive Societies for 
Sustainable Development, Provide Access to Justice for All 
and Build Effective, Accountable and Inclusive Institutions at 
All Levels

Our member organisation in Sri Lanka, the Human Rights and Media Resource Centre, helps 
victims of rape, torture and other serious human rights violations with protection, security, legal 
advice, health, and trauma counselling. Also, the office engages in rehabilitation of prisoners and 
their families and the families of the missing persons.  

This is what governments have committed themselves to by 2030:  

• Reduce violence everywhere;
• Protect children from abuse, exploitation, trafficking and violence;
• Promote the rule of law and access to justice for all; 
• Combat organised crime and illicit financial and arms flows;
• Reduce corruption and bribery;
• Effective, accountable and transparent institutions;
• Responsive, inclusive and representative decision-making;
• Full participation of developing countries in global governance;
• Universal legal identity and birth registration;
• Ensure public access to information and protect fundamental freedoms;
• Strong institutions to prevent violence, terrorism and crime;
• Promote and enforce non-discriminatory laws. 

*  See this website: https://www.plant-for-the-planet.org/en/treecounter/billion-tree-campaign-2 
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Goal 17 - Strengthen the Means of Implementation and 
Revitalise the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development

For SDGs to be achieved by 2030 in the Asia-Pacific region and elsewhere, it will require 
different sectors and actors – including churches and faith based organisations - working 
together in an integrated manner by pooling financial resources, knowledge and expertise in 
countries. 

This is what governments have committed themselves to by 2030:  

• Improve domestic capacity for revenue collection;
• Implement all development assistance commitments;
• Mobilise financial resources for developing countries;
• Assist developing countries in debt sustainability;
• Implement investment promotion regimes; 
• Increase cooperation on and access to science, technology and innovation;
• Promote sustainable technologies to developing countries; 
• Operationalise the Technology Bank, build scientific capacity and enhance information and communication 

technology;
• Enhance capacity-building in developing countries;
• Promote a universal trading system under the WTO;
• Increase the exports of developing countries;
• Provide market access for least developed countries;
• Enhance global macroeconomic stability;
• Enhance policy coherence for sustainable development;
• Respect each country’s ability to achieve sustainable development and poverty eradication goals;
• Enhance the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development;
• Encourage effective partnerships;
• Enhance availability of reliable data. 
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Resources 
Encyclical of Pope Francis – Laudato Si’, (On Care for Our Common Home):
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html

The Millennium Development Goals Report 2015: 
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/2015_MDG_Report/pdf/MDG%202015%20Summary%20web_english.pdf

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development: 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld 

The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2017: 
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/report/2017/TheSustainableDevelopmentGoalsReport2017.pdf 

UNESCO and the Sustainable Development Goals: 
https://en.unesco.org/sdgs

The Global Goals for Sustainable Development:
www.globalgoals.org 

SDG Targets Tracker: 
http://deliver2030.org/?page_id=6059 

SDG indicators global database: 
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/indicators/database/

SDG guide for stakeholders:
http://unsdsn.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/151211-getting-started-guide-FINAL-PDF-.pdf

Partnerships for SDGs online platform: 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnerships/

United Nations SDG Action Campaign: 
https://sdgactioncampaign.org/about-2/

Official SDG communications materials: 
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/news/communications-material/
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