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"Peace be with you”. This is the great message of peace that resounds in the
aftermath of the resurrection and gives it meaning in order to comfort the
disciples, who are full of anxiety. It echoes the message that Jesus left to his
disciples before the days of the passion: "Peace I leave with you: my peace I
give you. I do not give it to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be
troubled and do not be afraid" (John 14:27).
Before his Passion, Jesus wants to give his disciples peace of mind. He explains
to them that he is acting according to the commandment of his Father. He
himself is distressed and tormented, but he tries to encourage his friends to
stand firm in difficult times. The resurrection is his soothing word to us and we
are invited to share our troubles and fears with him.
We all long for inner peace, peace in our families and communities, peace
between peoples. We are indignant at the wars that drag on with their trail of
death and destruction, at the unleashing of violence for the sake of human
interests alone, at the lack of attention to the suffering of the earth and its
peoples.

Strengthened by the Resurrection, the Easter message brings comfort to
humankind: the annihilation of evil and the triumph over barbarism and
violence. Jesus, in obedience to his Father, implemented a strategy of
nonviolence and entrusts his disciples and us with a mission of peace. To
be a little more human, a little more tolerant, a more aware citizen, to
strive to continue to live, to simply do good, this is the message of Easter.
After calling his disciples, Jesus speaks powerful words to them: "As my Father
has sent me, so I send you" (John 20:21). The disciples needed to hear these
words. They needed to know the power of the resurrection. These words were
a trigger for them, an electroshock. Of course they knew Jesus, they knew that
he came from the Father, not only to perform miracles, but to communicate
words of life. They had to receive the life that Jesus himself had to give.
In
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unemployment, family breakdowns, the violence of modern life, the world
needs people filled with the life of Jesus.
The Easter season cannot be a time to forget the Passion of Jesus: "Was it not
necessary for Christ to suffer all this and then enter into his glory" (Lk 24:26).
Jesus himself reminds us that the contemplation of the risen one shows us that
the passion is not an addition to the mission of Jesus, but on the contrary is an
integral part of it and helps to understand the meaning of the resurrection. The
resurrection is part of the process of salvation: "If you confess with your mouth
that’ Jesus is Lord’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,
you will be saved" (Rom 10:9).
He stands among us and proclaims the peace that is the fruit of his suffering
and death. On the cross, the whirlwind was unleashed against him, the
darkness had overtaken the earth, the veil of the temple was torn, the storm
had swept over him in all its power. Then the sword was sheathed, and when
he emerged victorious from his tomb, he exclaimed, "Peace be with you."
When Jesus sent his disciples on their mission, he said to them: "Whatever
house you enter, begin by saying, 'Peace to this house’. If a friend of peace is
there, your peace will rest on that person; if not, it will return to you." (Lk 10:5)

This offer is addressed to all those, men and women, who aspire to peace in
the midst of tragedy and violence. The house of which Jesus speaks is each
family, each community, each country, each continent, in its particularity and
its history. Above all, it is each person without distinction or discrimination, and
above all it is our common home, the planet, where God has placed us to live
and called us to care for it with solicitude. Our society is fractured with much
latent or expressed violence, and much anger, but also has a strong capacity
for unity and rebound. Our common home is founded on the will to live
together in peace.
To offer this peace to others, we must first be at peace with ourselves, accept
ourselves as we are with our limitations, our talents and give thanks to God for
our life story. Then we can say to everyone what they want to hear: 'Peace to
this house'. It is also about being at peace with others by knowing how to
listen, to hear what they say to us, and to allow ourselves to be transformed
and enriched by the encounter with that other person who is different.
To be at peace with oneself and with others requires a constant conversion of
heart and soul, to leave anger for tolerance, to silence our impatience, to offer
our darkness to God so that he may bring us conversion.
Peace be with you. Christ is risen!
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