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Pax Christi International with profound concern calls urgent attention to the violence, humanitarian
crisis, and acts of genocide increasingly devastating Sudan, particularly the capital city and the Darfur
region, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), specifically in the troubled regions of Masisi,
Rutshuru and Nyiragongo, where over 10 million people have lost their lives. In light of previous appeals
to the international community by the Pax Christi Grands Lacs network and constructive dialogue by ACEAC
bishops during the Synod in Rome in October 2023, Pax Christi International pleads for a committed effort
to establish a Just Peace and full respect for Human Rights in the affected areas.

Considering the dire situation in both Sudan and the DRC, Pax Christi International calls for the following
actions:

e Constructive Dialogue: all involved parties in a spirit of goodwill are urged to engage in
constructive and peaceful dialogue, steering away from resorting to violence, and together
fostering an environment conducive to resolving the conflict.

e International Humanitarian Law: adherence to International Humanitarian Law, and in
collaboration with the United Nations and International Humanitarian Organisations address the
fundamental needs of the affected populations, including provision of food, shelter, and medical
assistance.

e Guaranteed Access to Borders: Ensure access to the borders of the affected countries to allow
those seeking refuge to cross borders to find shelter elsewhere, thereby mitigating the impact of
the crisis on displaced populations.

e Specific focus on the Internally Displaced People (IDPs): guarantee access to essential needs
through immediate, sustained efforts and international collaboration. IDPs now number a record
6.9 million within the Democratic Republic of Congo and 4.5 million people within Sudan.
(Inadequate access to essential needs poses a severe threat to their well-being.) Immediate,
sustained efforts and international collaboration are crucial to alleviate (their) suffering, address
root causes, and pursue lasting solutions for stability and security.

o Cease the use of rape as a weapon of war: we urgently call on global leaders to enforce (the
principles of) UN Security Council Resolution 1325 safeguarding the rights of women and ending
the devastating cycle of sexual abuse especially in the Democratic Republic of Congo.

e Peace Agreement Adherence: honour previously sighed peace agreements to establish a
foundation for Sustainable and Just Peace.

o Diplomatic Solutions: actively pursue a diplomatic solution which fosters conflict resolution and
prevents further escalation of violence.

Pax Christi International further appeals to the United Nations, the European institutions and all the
governments, to play a pivotal role by:
e Shining a Light on the Crisis: We call upon institutions to draw attention to the situation, fostering
awareness and understanding of the complex issues at play.
e Providing Support: through tangible support and capacity-building initiatives to facilitate the
restoration of a climate of dialogue among the involved parties.
o Respecting Victims: We stress the importance of respect for the victims of violence and advocate
for realistic and comprehensive media coverage to raise awareness of a dismal situation.
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