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Overview of the presentation: Challenges faith organizations face and their capacities in fostering 

just peace. 

Faith organizations have historically played a crucial role in promoting peace and justice. Examples 

include: 

• South Africa: Archbishop Desmond Tutu and the role of faith in ending apartheid. 

• Cold War: The Catholic Church’s role in mediating between global powers.  

o St. John XXIII role in deescalating the Cuban Nuclear War crisis 1962 

o PACEM in terris 

• Mozambique & Angola: Faith actors, especially the Catholic Church, mediated peace 

agreements. 

• Democratic Republic of Congo: Ongoing efforts by faith groups in conflict resolution. 

• Africa’s Political Transition: The Catholic Church’s Justice & Peace commissions facilitated 
transitions from single-party to multi-party democracies. 

• Kenya’s Post-Election Violence: Shuttle diplomacy led by faith groups to mediate political 

stability. 

• Niger: Faith actors prevented escalation of religious violence after provocative incidents 

(e.g., Innocence of Muslims video, Charlie Hebdo cartoons). 

 

“There is no global peace without peace among nations, no peace among nations without peace 
among different religions, no peace among religions without dialogue among religions.”  

• Interfaith dialogue is essential to prevent religiously motivated conflicts. 

• Faith-based organizations (FBOs) can mediate religious disputes and promote coexistence. 

 

The Strength of Faith-Based Peacebuilding in the Global South 

• Faith organizations have greater influence in the Global South compared to the Global 

North, where religious engagement is declining. 

• Deeply embedded religious structures allow faith actors to address conflict at community 

levels. 

My First-Hand Experience 

• Experience working in Niger, Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Zambia, and now in Brussels. 

• Direct exposure to how faith-based actors respond to peace and justice challenges. 



 

Challenges Faced by Faith-Based Organizations 

1. Political and Institutional Constraints 

o Faith actors are sometimes perceived as political players rather than neutral 

peacebuilders. 

o Secular biases restrict faith engagement in governance. 

2. Resource Limitations 

o Dependence on donor funding, which may come with conditions that do not align 

with faith-based missions. 

o Long-term peace initiatives struggle due to inconsistent financial support. 

3. Religious Extremism and Misuse of Faith 

o Manipulation of religious teachings to justify violence. 

o Sectarian divisions that undermine unity efforts. 

4. Global Inequalities and Economic Exploitation 

o Unjust trade and extractive industries fueling conflict, particularly in Africa. 

5. Migration and Displacement 

o Faith organizations actively support refugees but face legal and institutional 

obstacles. 

o Criminalization of migration policies limits humanitarian efforts. 

 

Strengths and Added Value of Faith Organizations in Peacebuilding 

1. Moral Authority and Community Trust 

o Faith leaders are trusted and have moral legitimacy that enables them to mediate 

effectively. 

o Grassroots presence allows them to work closely with communities. 

2. Deep-Rooted Networks and Long-Term Commitment 

o Unlike some international actors, faith-based groups remain embedded in 

communities long-term. 

3. Holistic Approach to Peace and Justice 

o Address not just violence but also structural injustices like poverty and inequality. 

o Promote reconciliation, trauma healing, and social empowerment. 



4. Interfaith and Ecumenical Collaboration 

o Bridge religious divides to foster peace. 

o Encourage social cohesion through interfaith dialogue. 

5. Advocacy and Policy Influence 

o Speak out against injustices and advocate for policy change. 

o Influence national and international policies on peace and justice. 

 

Faith Organizations’ Role in Advocacy and Policy Influence  

• Engaging with international bodies (UN, EU, AU) to shape policy. 

• Promoting global conversations on climate justice, human rights, and peacebuilding. 

• Example: Catholic Church’s role in international justice initiatives. 

 

Call to Action – Strengthening Faith-Based Peace Initiatives 

Faith organizations must: 

• Strengthen ethical leadership within faith institutions. 

• Deepen interfaith collaborations to counter religious extremism. 

• Advocate for policies addressing economic injustice and conflict prevention. 

• Invest in youth and grassroots empowerment for long-term peace solutions. 

 

Conclusion 

• Faith-based organizations have a unique and indispensable role in peacebuilding. 

• Their moral authority, deep-rooted networks, and long-term commitment make them 

powerful agents of change. 

• Final Thought: “Peace is not merely the absence of war but the presence of justice and 
dignity for all—principles deeply embedded in faith traditions.” 

Samuel P. Huntington's famous quote from The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of 

World Order (1996) is: 

 

"The great divisions among humankind and the dominating source of conflict will be cultural. Nation 

states will remain the most powerful actors in world affairs, but the principal conflicts of global 

politics will occur between nations and groups of different civilizations." 



 

This quote encapsulates Huntington's argument that future conflicts would be driven less by 

ideological or economic differences and more by cultural and civilizational identities. He believed 

that cultural and religious differences would be the primary sources of global tensions. 

 

One of Johan Galtung’s most famous quotes on global peace is: 

“Peace is not the absence of conflict, but the ability to handle conflict by peaceful means.” 

This reflects Galtung’s approach to peace studies, emphasizing positive peace—the presence of 

justice and sustainable social structures—rather than just negative peace, which is merely the 

absence of violence or war. His work laid the foundation for conflict resolution and peacebuilding 

strategies worldwide. Galtung sees faith as a double-edged sword—it can be used to justify conflict, 

but it also holds immense potential for healing, reconciliation, and sustainable peace when 

grounded in its ethical and humanitarian teachings. 

Mwalimu Nyerere first president of Tanzania “We cannot send rockets to the moon, but we can send 
love and peace to the entire world” 

Kenneth Kanunda first president of Zambia “The best Education ever known is the education of 
peace” 

Nelson Mandela “The first principle is to know that people everywhere in the world want peace but 
we see the side of peace from different angles, thus, you cannot achieve peace without talking to 

your enemies” 

 

 


