Panel Intervention by Nicolas Paz, Catholic Nonviolence Initiative, on the 80" Anniversary of Pax
Christi International — March 13, 2025

Good evening. It is an honour to be here today, representing and being part of the whole Pax Christi
International family in the name of its Catholic Nonviolence Initiative.

The Catholic Nonviolence Initiative is a programme of Pax Christi International, whose main aim is to
move active nonviolence into the heart of the Catholic Church by showing:
1. how nonviolence is at the heart of the Gospel,
2. how nonviolence strategies and tools are effective, and
3. how the Church can contribute to a profound change in the world through its teaching,
dissemination, practice, and witness.

Today, it is a very special anniversary. Not many organisations can claim to be 80 years old, especially
when you talk about peacebuilding and nonviolence. At the same time, Pax Christi International is not
looking to its past but trying to honour that legacy by making it constantly alive, looking towards the
future, and offering precisely a vision for a more peaceful and nonviolent future.

Today, on the same day as the 80th anniversary of Pax Christi International, we also commemorate the
12th anniversary of the pontificate of Pope Francis. And perhaps this coincidence is not just a
coincidence but a prophetic call, a sign.

Violence in today's world is a deep concern. People and communities experience violence at many
different levels and of many different types: from the more domestic ways of violence to wars and
armed conflicts.

Pope Francis himself claimed: “In the most local and ordinary situations and in the international order,
may nonviolence become the hallmark of our decisions, our relationships and our actions, and indeed of
political life in all its forms.” And he expressed so clearly to the young university students in Latin
America: ‘we need the prophecy of nonviolence’.

This has been and is the goal and commitment of Pax Christi International’s Catholic Nonviolence
Initiative: to contribute to making real the prophecy of nonviolence.

Pax Christi International's whole family has been making and keeps making it real every day in so many
different contexts and realities around the world. Bringing those experiences from the grassroots and
the peripheries to the centre has been and is our goal and commitment.

When we refer to the contributions of faith-based organisations to peacebuilding, | cannot only mention
the 80-year history and legacy of real practice affecting the lives of so many people and communities
but also the present and future of these contributions. Pax Christi International celebrates its
anniversary without stopping walking, building bridges to a more peaceful and nonviolent future. And



despite the dark times that seem to surround us today, this path is walked with many other
organisations, both faith-based and secular.

So, let’s look to the future. Last 29* of September, Pax Christi International launched the Catholic
Institute for Nonviolence in Rome. Its mission is to make nonviolence research, resources, and
experience more accessible to the Catholic Church leaders, communities, and institutions in order to
deepen the Catholic understanding of and commitment to the practice of Gospel nonviolence, and
through that, contribute also to a deeper interreligious dialogue and lived community of faith-based
nonviolence.

Different religious practices contribute to and shape nonviolent actions across the world and different
faiths. These varied spiritual and religious practices are developed by ordinary people at different levels,
including everyday practices, both individually and collectively. We need all that experience, knowledge,
and energy.

Secular approaches to nonviolence and peace have attempted to limit peace and nonviolence both as a
concept and as a practice, trying to confine it to notions of an exclusively political or technical nature.
But peace and nonviolence have a deep spiritual root. Both are indeed transcendental realities in their
most meaningful sense. Building to bring peace to this world transcends given reality and works for the
Kingdom of God to come. That is the prophetic announcement of nonviolence.

Faith-based organisations bring social, moral, and spiritual resources to the peacebuilding process. They
bring a deep experience of grassroots practice and a deeply transformative approach to relationships
and conflicts. They bring stories, narratives, symbols, prayer practices, rituals of healing and
reintegration processes, meditation... that play key roles in the broader psycho-social transformation
and recovery of people and communities?. The religious, cultural, and symbolic dimensions of nonviolent
practices form an integral part of a real process of just peace. It is therefore important that those
elements form part of the resources brought to every peacebuilding process. Faith-based organisations
help provide emotional and spiritual support to war-affected communities, “holding a personal and
communitarian transformation that radiates outward and affects peace on every level from the
intrapersonal to the international world of peacebuilding and conflict resolution”?.

Faith-based organisations mobilise those resources: material, human, and spiritual ones. And they have
a special role to play in many conflicts through the ability to extend their reach into a very wide range of
sectors of society. They offer a distinct feature of approaches to conflict transformation, transitional
justice, trauma healing, reconciliation processes, and active nonviolence strategies for peacebuilding
that complement secular approaches to peace. Faith offers a wide range of resources which,
unfortunately, sometimes are not taken into account, limiting peace opportunities for everybody.
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They bring mobilisation, socialisation, integration and spirituality.

In fact, one of the challenges faith-based organisations face is, for instance, the underutilised role of
religious leadership. Many times, peace efforts have often excluded religious figures, leading to limited
trust and ineffective outcomes. Spiritual practices have also been excluded from negotiation and
mediation processes and even from nonviolent direct action. This is not only an epistemological
limitation but mainly a limitation for practical peace and nonviolent possibilities to be effective.
Religious identities and practices deeply shape societies, making the involvement of religious leaders
and faith-based organisations indispensable for meaningful dialogue and peacebuilding.

Nonviolence offers a vital pathway for bridging the divide between religious and secular perspectives,
and it offers effective strategies, tools, and resources to Organise Hope, mobilise the whole People of
God, and build bridges among faiths.

From Pax Christi International’s Catholic Nonviolence Initiative, we hope to contribute to that while
walking together with many others.



