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Check against delivery 

 

Mr President, 

 

APG23 and the co-signing NGOs thank the Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants Mr Gehad Madi 

for his comprehensive report which sheds light on various factors and root causes behind the disappearance and 

loss of migrants. 

Everyone's non-derogable right to life and the duty of States to protect individuals from threats to their lives 

must be ever respected.  

Unfortunately, several States do not live up to their international obligations to respect, protect and fulfil the 

human rights of migrants in countries and at international borders, on land or at sea. Restrictive migration 

policies push migrants to travel irregularly along deadly routes, jeopardizing their lives. 

People on the move too often vanish on land or at sea, in deserts, conflict zones, detention facilities and 

dangerous transit zones and routes. The fate of many missing migrants remains unknown.  

Are such lives less deserving of dignity and value?  

 

A change of approach, attitudes, and narratives is needed to reshape migration policies ensuring respect for 

each human life and the fulfilment of every human right. The obligation to conduct adequate and effective 

search and rescue operations at sea is non-derogable and must no longer be neglected or disregarded. 

The Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration outlines commitments and actions needed to realize 

such a change of perspective, addressing human mobility through a comprehensive and human rights-based 

approach and fostering cooperation between countries. 

It is equally urgent to facilitate safe and legal migration pathways as well as end the criminalization of both 

migrants and the humanitarian actors who assist them.  

 

Mr. Special Rapporteur, what further measures can be implemented to overcome the obstacles hindering such 

changes of perspective and advance toward a more humane and effective migration system in line with 

international obligations?  

 

Thank You! 


