
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

59th Regular Session of the Human Rights Council, 16 June –9 July 2025 

 

Interactive Dialogue with the Independent Expert on Human Rights and International Solidarity 

 

Joint oral statement delivered by: Associazione Comunità Papa Giovanni XXIII (APG23) 

 

Check against delivery 

Mr. President, 

 

APG23 and the co-signing NGOs take note with appreciations of the report delivered by the Independent Expert 

on human rights and international solidarity.  

In regard to the Indigenous people’ expressions of solidarity, we would like to highlight the example of solidarity 

with the environment that Mapuche communities in Chile practice by struggling to protect their lands from 

harmful business ventures and large-scale projects that threaten the environment and disrupt their connection 

to the earth. 

 

An emblematic case is the one of Lonko Alberto Curamil1, a Mapuche leader who led a campaign against the 

construction of hydroelectric plants on the Curacautín River, a sacred site for his community in the Araucania 

region. He mobilised local communities, even non-Mapuche, Chilean environmental organisations, and 

academics to protect the river ecosystem, highlighting how these projects threatened the vital water resources 

for the culture and survival of the Mapuche people.  

Another case, regarding solidarity claims to international corporations, is the one of the local Mapuche 

communities Williche that opposed the hydroelectric project threatening their sacred territory. Indigenous 

communities submitted a formal complaint2 to the Norwegian National Contact Point (NCP) seeking mediation, 

even if such attempt has been unsuccessful. Nevertheless, they received a significant support from the Sami 

people, the Indigenous communities of Sweden and Norway.  

 

In our current world, there are many examples of international solidarity carried out by communities at grass-

root level and by Civil Society. But what about States?  It really seems that political leaders go in the opposite 

direction with the raise of nationalism and isolationism and with the richest countries gradually developing a 

dynamic that shows an insane indifference to poverty and environmental degradation.  

An African proverb says “If you want to go too fast, go alone. If you want to go fair, go together”: it is really time 
for our humanity to go fair and in order to do this, States have to protect, respect and fulfil all human rights, 

including the right to development and embrace the principle of international solidarity.  

Thank You!  

 
1 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BVEvgN-7r1s 
2 https://www.elciudadano.com/actualidad/comunidades-y-machi-huichalaf-presentan-queja-en-noruega-contra-empresa-statkraft-por-

conflicto-hidroelectrico-en-pilmaiken/09/15/ - https://araucaniadiario.cl/contenido/21637/150-comunidades-indigenas-presentan-queja-en-

noruega-contra-la-empresa-statkraft - https://www.business-humanrights.org/es/%C3%BAltimas-noticias/chile-los-mapuches-del-

r%C3%ADo-pirmaiken-resisten-contra-la-central-hidroel%C3%A9ctrica-los-lagos-de-la-empresa-estatal-noruega-statkraft/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BVEvgN-7r1s
https://www.elciudadano.com/actualidad/comunidades-y-machi-huichalaf-presentan-queja-en-noruega-contra-empresa-statkraft-por-conflicto-hidroelectrico-en-pilmaiken/09/15/
https://www.elciudadano.com/actualidad/comunidades-y-machi-huichalaf-presentan-queja-en-noruega-contra-empresa-statkraft-por-conflicto-hidroelectrico-en-pilmaiken/09/15/
https://araucaniadiario.cl/contenido/21637/150-comunidades-indigenas-presentan-queja-en-noruega-contra-la-empresa-statkraft
https://araucaniadiario.cl/contenido/21637/150-comunidades-indigenas-presentan-queja-en-noruega-contra-la-empresa-statkraft
https://www.business-humanrights.org/es/%C3%BAltimas-noticias/chile-los-mapuches-del-r%C3%ADo-pirmaiken-resisten-contra-la-central-hidroel%C3%A9ctrica-los-lagos-de-la-empresa-estatal-noruega-statkraft/
https://www.business-humanrights.org/es/%C3%BAltimas-noticias/chile-los-mapuches-del-r%C3%ADo-pirmaiken-resisten-contra-la-central-hidroel%C3%A9ctrica-los-lagos-de-la-empresa-estatal-noruega-statkraft/

