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The monumental challenges posed by migrants are real and present. There have been parallel, though unequal, coordinated responses to these challenges, especially by the destination countries. Since 2015, for instance, the European Union (EU) has been allocating funds to the North African, Sahel/Lake Chad and the Horn of Africa regions to stop irregular migrants from embarking on the perilous journeys across the Sahara and the Mediterranean Sea into Europe.[footnoteRef:2] The bulk of the funding, however, does not go to assuaging the plight of the migrants themselves, but to the source and transit countries to stop the flow of migrants into Europe. For example, authorities in Morocco, Senegal and Mauritania have agreed with Spain on a 24 hour armed patrol of their borders to prevent African intruders.[footnoteRef:3] Spain on its part deployed aerial border surveillance and satellite technologies to help intercept migrants both on the sea and on the coast.[footnoteRef:4]  [2:  Adeniyi, Olusegun. From Fire to Frying Pan: How African Migrants Risk Everything in their Futile Search for a Better Life in Europe. Ibadan, Nigeria. Bookcraft Publishers, 2019, p.166]  [3:  Ibid p. 171]  [4:  Ibid p. 171] 

Further, some right-wing politicians in both Europe and America have toyed with other ridiculous and desperate ideas, including the comical idea of erecting a wall across the Sahara Desert, a territory stretching over 4,800 kilometres and would go through the middle of some countries, to stop Sub-Saharan migrants from reaching the Mediterranean.[footnoteRef:5] These violent approaches to the migrants’ question are undergirded by fear.  [5:  1bid p. 170] 

Extreme fear can either paralyze, but it can also find expression in violence – for instance, in the barbed-wired fence erected by the Hungarian government (at a cost of 1.16 billion USD) to ward off migrants. As Pascale Moreau, the UNHRC Director of the Bureau for Europe puts it, “this is no longer a test for whether Europe can manage the numbers, but whether Europe can muster the humanity to save lives” (emphasis mine).[footnoteRef:6] The futility of violent approaches was asserted in the comments of John Kerry, the then America Secretary of State, when he repeated the phrase of the late Nobel Laurate, Norman Borlaug: “you can’t build a peaceful world on empty stomachs and human misery.”[footnoteRef:7] This implies that as long as people are hungry and suffer persistent despicable situations of misery, migration becomes inevitable. Behind such comments is a call for an urgent and drastic change of tactics in response to the issue of migrants.  [6:  Ibid p. 170]  [7:  Norman Borlaug: https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Norman_Borlaug ] 

The alternative tactic to be adopted will not only have the capacity to assuage the fears of the destination countries and the sufferings of the migrants, but must also have within it the inherent capacity to engender peace for all. This better tactic is Nonviolence. Nonviolence, Pope Francis notes, is a viable alternative, a style of politics for peace.[footnoteRef:8] Nonviolence as rooted in the message and life of Jesus, the Pope observes, is an imperative rather than an option. In this sense, he urges all of humanity to “make active nonviolence our way of life…and to express it in our personal thoughts and values.”[footnoteRef:9] As an imperative, nonviolence is to replace what the Pope calls “piecemeal violence” of different kinds and levels which, among others, has resulted in untold sufferings and abuses for migrants and victims of human trafficking.[footnoteRef:10] To accept the good news of Jesus is to embrace his manner of living: although it acknowledges the human capacity for violence, it deliberately chooses nonviolent engagement which ultimately disposes one to God’s healing mercy and consequently makes one an instrument of reconciliation.[footnoteRef:11]  [8:  Pope Francis: Nonviolence: A Style of Politics for Peace. 2017 Message for World day of Peace. https://www.counterpunch.org/2016/12/13/pope-francis-calls-us-to-practice-nonviolence/]  [9:  ibid]  [10:  ibid]  [11:  ibid] 

Previously in his 2014 World Day of Peace exhortation, Pope Francis couched his message of nonviolence in Fraternity, i.e., an inherently human quality that recognizes and expresses human connectedness as brothers and sisters.[footnoteRef:12] Echoing this theme in his 2017 World Day of Peace message, the Pope insists that “an ethics of fraternity and peaceful coexistence between individuals and among peoples cannot be based on the logic of fear, violence and closed-mindedness, but on responsibility, respect and sincere dialogue.” Pope Francis is on point. The key to amiable encounter with migrants is Fraternity. It accommodates and expresses all the elements of nonviolence and more, including connectedness, responsibility, respect, sincere dialogue, open-minded communication and courage.  [12:  Pope Francis: Fraternity, the Foundation and Pathway to Peace. 2014 Message for the World Day of Peace. https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/events/event.dir.html/content/vaticanevents/en/2013/12/8/papa-francesco_20131208_messaggio-xlvii-giornata-mondiale-pace-2014.html Accessed March 30, 2019] 

So nonviolence is not a static withdrawal, but a dynamic and action oriented engagement without violence. It accommodates open communication, targeted resistance, civil disobedience and peaceful protest. Martin Luther King, who was heavily influenced by Christian spirituality, calls nonviolence “a way of life for courageous people…an aggressive spirituality mentally and emotionally.”[footnoteRef:13] The notion of being spiritually, emotionally and mentally aggressive in the pursuit of nonviolence implies the application of all the powers of our being.  [13:  The King Center: The King Philosophy. http://thekingcenter.org/king-philosophy/] 

Jesus made this clear in His answer to the question of the scribe who wanted to know the greatest of all the commandments (cf. Mk 12:28-34). Jesus replied: Love God with all your heart (emotional and psychological powers), with all your soul (spiritual powers), with all your mind (rational/intellectual/mental powers) and with all your strength (physical powers, including our purely material and mundane acquisitions). By elevating the love of neighbour as the second most important law, Jesus unequivocally states that we are to love our neighbour with the same powers and gifts of our being with which we must love God, and with similar intensity. The story of the Good Samaritan (Lk 10 30:37) is an apt application of these powers/gifts. 
When we apply all the powers of our being in the love of our migrant neighbours we cannot but be shattered by their misery, and so shattered, our only option is to respond to them. Moses was shattered by the situation of his people in Egypt; the good Samaritan allowed himself to be shattered by the plight of the stranger, the migrant, whom he did not know; God allowed himself to broken by the hopelessness of the human situation. God’s response was the cross of His Son, who at Calvary effected, in a nonviolent manner, a reversal in favour of humanity. The resurrection is a sure and undeniable affirmation of the power of nonviolence. It is easy to overlook the success of nonviolence; the steps can be slow and risky; the pathway strewn with unspeakable abuses perpetrated by the ignorant. Yet in this process, humanity is never lost but discovered.[footnoteRef:14] Invariably, all who tread the path of nonviolence in defence of the vulnerable, no matter what happens to them, end up in the resurrection – the only gleaming light through which we can see and heal the wounds of division plaguing our world. In giving us the Eucharist, the bloodless, nonviolent sacrifice, Jesus left us a veritable and reliable source of strength and model in our pursuit of nonviolent engagement.  [14:  Dr. Michael Nagler: Professor emeritus of the University of California, Berkley. The Metta Center. www.mettacenter.org] 

Migrants are not an abstract set of ideas, but real people and real lives, all of them created by God. Nonviolence is our incomparable foundation for engaging in their vulnerability without meaning to harm them. Nonviolence lets us listen and hear the needs of people from other parts of the world. It places us so close that we can feel the pressure in their souls, so we may bring the person and power of Jesus Christ into their lives. It allows us to harness fear and anger and possible violent reactions when migrants approach and convert them into a positive congenial presence that will evoke a similar response of love from them. 
Jesus explicitly rejects violence at the time of his arrest, telling his violent companion to put away his sword and not asking for twelve legions of angels to defend him (Mt 26:51-54). Instead, he poignantly epitomizes this conversion of fear and anger to a loving embrace in that unique expression while hanging on the cross: Father forgive them… (Lk 23:34). At the cross, sin never bounced back but stopped. Think of the nonviolent reaction of the centurion, an agent of the state’s violence, when he witnessed Jesus’s death on the cross, a nonviolent response to human cruelty. He saw through the vulnerability of Jesus and recognized His true divine nature which all of humanity is called to embrace. With His practice of nonviolence, Jesus was able to enter and share human vulnerability and weakness and transform them into a courageous response of peace. 
One can boldly assert that the thread running through the message of the kingdom as delivered by Jesus is the principle of nonviolence beautifully articulated in the beatitudes (Mt 5:1-12). To tread the path of nonviolence is to express something deeper about human nature; a nature, though capable of untold evil, is endowed with the infinite capacity to do good. In other words, and as Pope Francis puts it, violence is born in the human heart.[footnoteRef:15] Similarly, we humans have the capacity to generate peace that can be effected through nonviolence.  [15:  Pope Francis: 2017 Message for the World Day of Peace. https://www.counterpunch.org/2016/12/13/pope-francis-calls-us-to-practice-nonviolence/] 

