
Session 3:
Theology of Peace and Nonviolence


Commenter: Jeannette Rodriguez (5 min.)  These were the remarks she sent ahead of time.

 “Come back to me with all your heart…. Long have I waited 
for your coming home to me and living deeply our new life”

It was through this musical interpretation of Hosea that I experienced God’s heartbreak at our unfaithfulness, God’s longing for us to return and God’s delight when our face turns towards the Source of all Life and Love. It seems appropriate that this verse would come to mind at this Lenten season as I read the Catholic Nonviolence Initiative’s document on “Advancing Nonviolence and Integral Peace.” This document seeks to retrieve and lift the best of our tradition, grounded in the belief that we are created, formed and in relationship with a loving Creator we call Father/Mother. 

A second prayer that came to mind is our very own traditional act of contrition. Although we are made of both the earth and God’s breath (Gen. 2:7), we are fallible. And so, we repeatedly ask God and our brothers and sisters to forgive us, not out of fear but because we are embraced by a God that “deserves all our love.” And so, we confess our sins, do penance and with the grace of God amend our life at the individual and communal level. I was pleased to see that the writers of this document acknowledged with humility the sources of our sinfulness. They also reminded us of the great love we are called to respond to and incarnate.

I believe this is a Kairos moment for “we who are church”; a chance to once again live out the message of Jesus the Christ - “God’s pedagogy of peace takes on flesh, reveals a face directed towards those most in need, and points to a path that we can follow in our daily lives and within our communities.”(pg. 90)
Like our brother Francis of Assisi of the 13th century, today we have an invitation, an opportunity, a need to reimagine, to rebuild the church reclaiming the original values of inclusion, respect and dignity toward all, forgiveness, peace and care for all of creation. How we incarnate this is the challenge. 

Pope Francis writes, “Discernment of spirit liberates us from rigidity.” What can we do to provide the opportunities, skills, formation and practice to liberate and heal? I end this reflection with the hope and desire that we name how we who are church might nourish a culture of spiritually grounded nonviolence at every level of our church ministries. Theologian Georgina Zubiria, RSCJ, contends and I agree, “our experience of God is born, grows, and is nourished through our humanity, through words and gestures, symbols and rights, and human experience and conviction.” (Zubiria, 2001, p. 61)

[bookmark: _GoBack][At the end of her session Dr. Rodriguez called for an encyclical on nonviolence.]

