Advent Reflection and Prayer by Mawa Mohamed and Ron
Pagnucco, Pax Christi International Sudan Working Group

During Advent, Christians prepare for the celebration of the birth of Jesus, who is
revered by Christians and Muslims alike. At this time of much suffering in Sudan, we
invite Christians and Muslims to join together in prayer and reflection on the beliefs
and values that we share and that sustain us during such times.

As we work together for peace and justice in Sudan we ask our Compassionate and
All-Powerful God to bring peace to the long-suffering people of Sudan. We work
together with hope, raja (s\.) ,trust and optimistic expectation in God.

We work together in the spirit of steadfastness and perseverance, sumud (2s«<) that
hope sustains. We work together for the common good in the spirit of nafeer (),
the value that has inspired the Sudanese people to join together to form Emergency
Response Rooms for the good of their communities. With the hope and
perseverance that our faith in God gives us, we will work for peace in a spirit of
solidarity and community as we ask for God's guidance of our efforts.

May we support each other and give each other hope and strength as we try to bring
light into the darkness.

A Prayer by the Imam of the Grand Mosque in Mecca, Sheikh
Abdulrahman Al-Sudais:

"Allah, grant safety to our people in Sudan.

Allah,secure and protect Sudan.

Allah, shield it from strife.

Allah, help it overcome hardships.

Allah, keep it away from wars. Allah, we ask You to
safeguard it with Your protection.

Allah, guide those who intend good for Sudan to all that is
good, and for those who intend harm, turn their plots against them and
bring their schemes to ruin, Lord of the Worlds."



