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Israeli Expansion of the Death Penalty for Palestinians
A Reflection

1. The Catholic Church is against the death penalty

a. The Catholic Church has evolved in its moral assessment of the death penalty and is squarely against it

b. I live in New Mexico where we abolished the death penalty in 2010.  And I remember participating in an ecumenical press conference against the death penalty in Salt Lake City.  One women who was almost 100 years old and quite spry asked if she could speak and we said yes.  She then looked into the camera and said in a strong voice, “The Scriptures say “thou shall not kill.”  What do you not understand about that?!

c. We keep inventing moral excuses to get around that basic fact.  Life is a gift from God and it is blasphemous for us to think that we are on a par with God and can take a life at our discretion

d. There are many arguments against the death penalty in itself that undergird the Church’s stand.  But, this webinar is not about the morality of the death penalty per se but about the expansion of the death penalty to apply to Palestinians.   It reminds me of when the disciples asked Jesus if they could call down fire from heaven against the Samaritans.  Jesus’s response was quick and unequivocal.  He rebuked them! And they journeyed to another village.

e. Our response to the proposed Death Penalty for Terrorists Law, passed in the Knesset on March 30, 2026, is also quick and unequivocal.  It should be struck down by the Israelis Supreme Court

2. The Common Good

a. Catholic Social teaching speaks of the common good.  Laws are to be applied equally to all for the good of all, the good of society

b. The Death Penalty for Terrorists Law applies only to Palestinians and not to Israelis guilty of the same offense. This is discriminatory, creating a two-tiered system that smacks of political retaliation.

c. The attack by Hamas on Israel on October 7, 2023, was horrific, obscene and unconscionable.  But that does not justify this law that only perpetuates more violence and does a disservice to the rule of law

d. Only love, compassion and forgiveness can stop the violence, not more violence

e. This law enshrines bigotry and prejudice, treating an entire group of people unfairly because of the actions of some

3. Care for the Poor

a. The Church also holds for a preferential option for the poor.  This includes those who are oppressed or who are living in conflict and violent situations

b. The law at hand unfairly attacks those who are oppressed and who are clearly the poorest of the poor

4. Due Process

a. The Church would also be against this law because of a concern for due process

b. Since there are inconsistent legal standards in this law: one standard for Israelis and another for Palestinians, one wonders what kind of due process Palestinians would receive

c. Do they have access to adequate legal representation and does the law even allow a lawyer to make a case when the law already predetermines the penalty for the crime?

d. And what would be the political pressure applied in the sentencing procedure?

e. And does due process have a chance when the law stipulates that the death sentence by hanging must be carried out within 90 days with no clemency allowed?

5. Violence begets more violence: Jesus again

a. The Church advocates for a lessening of conflict and violence, not escalating it.  In a context where violence is the order of the day, this law only adds to that violence and inevitably leads to more violence

b. Someone must end this vicious cycle and the government of Israel is in a position to bring about understanding and peace rather than more violence

6. Hardens Divisions

a. The Church seeks to lessen divisions, not harden them.  This law creates new animosity and hardens hatred

b. It weakens the prospects for the two-state solution by increasing hatred and a feeling of being victimized

c. It also increases radicalization as loved ones who see their family members killed are more likely to seek revenge than to pursue peace

d. The law does not promote efforts to bring about lasting peace but only enflames already existing animosity

e. It thwarts reconciliation

7. Gospel of Peace

a. Martin Luther King, Jr. famously said that only love can drive out hate.  We human beings keep resorting to violence, military might, the death penalty, and do all we can to water down Jesus’s command to love one another

b. Teilhard de Chardin said it eloquently when he said that when human beings master love, for a second time in the history of the world, we will have discovered fire

c.  Sadly, The Death Penalty for Terrorists Law is quenching that fire!

