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  Fr. Paul Lansu 
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Giulia Bordin 
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g.bordin@paxchristi.net 

 

Pax Christi International (PCI) has used its consultative status at the United Nations since 

1979 to connect grassroots peacebuilding with international policymaking. Initially focused on 

disarmament and human rights, PCI contributed to key international treaties and advocated 

against human rights violations worldwide. Over time, its advocacy expanded to include active 

nonviolence, ecological justice, sustainable development, and the accompaniment of local 

peacebuilders. By strengthening collaboration across its global network and enabling partners 

from conflict-affected regions to engage directly with international institutions, PCI continues 

to promote human dignity, international law, and a just and lasting peace through inclusive 

multilateral advocacy. 

 

Keywords: Pax Christi International; United Nations; Peacebuilding; Human Rights; 

Disarmament; Active Nonviolence 

 

Introduction 

Pax Christi International (PCI) sees representation at certain international and regional bodies 

as integral compliment of its peace work. As an international Catholic peace movement, Pax 

Christi believes in the need to come to a more peaceful and more just world order, based on the 

shared responsibility of all nations for the needs and the rights of humanity. Pax Christi 

International: 

• has held Special Consultative Status with the United Nations since 1979 in New York, 

Geneva, and Vienna, as well as with UNESCOii in Paris.  

• participates in meetings of and advocates at the Council of Europe in Strasbourg.  

• advocates at the institutions of the European Union in Brussels and Strasbourg.  

• had temporary status with the International Labour Organisation (Geneva),  the African 

Union in Addis Ababa (Ethiopia), the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO – 

Rome) and UNICEF (New York). iii 

• promoted the establishment of the International Criminal Court in The Hague. 

 

Through its representative status with international bodies brings the experiences and concerns 

of its members in the Global Network to the international arena. Pax Christi International 

Member Organisations engage in advocacy appropriate to their own unique social and political 

context on the national level.  

 

All Pax Christi International representations in the various locations were run by volunteers, 

sometimes supported by experts from national PCI sections. 

 

For decades, PCI has focused primarily on key United Nations issues such as ‘security and 

disarmament,’ and ‘human rights,’ also in combination with the issues of development and 

mailto:paul.lansu@hotmail.be
mailto:g.bordin@paxchristi.net
https://paxchristi.net/
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environment. This article confines itself to the main aspects of this peace work. The author 

focuses solely on the UN. 

 

Disarmament and Demilitarisation 

PCI is convinced that there is no room for weapons of mass destruction in our world. The 

movement advocated for decades towards the UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 

Weapons (TPNW). Participation of PCI in (ecumenical) delegations at the Non-Proliferation 

Treaty (NPT) meetings in Vienna, Geneva, and New York. Our representatives have taken part 

in numerous meetings of UN agencies, UN World Summits, and NGO committees. 

 

PCI has been in the forefront in getting a Mine Ban Treaty (Ottawa Treaty) in the nineties. A 

Treaty on Small Arms and Light Weapons was reached in 2001. The Convention on Cluster 

Munitions (CCM) of 2008 is an international treaty that addresses the humanitarian 

consequences and unacceptable harm to civilians caused by cluster munitions, through a 

categorical prohibition and a framework of action. The Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) became 

international law on 24 December 2014. Annual presence with submissions at the Meeting of 

Experts and of the States Parties to the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention in Geneva.  

 

The international treaties were made possible thanks to cooperation within international NGO 

coalitions and with progressive diplomats. 

 

Human Rights 

At regular intervals, PCI has submitted written and oral statements, primarily to the UN 

Commission on Human Rights (and its Sub-Commission), concerning human rights violations 

worldwide. In June 2006, the name was changed to the Human Rights Council.  

 

Usually, statements were made on behalf of the organisation alone. But in many cases also in 

collaboration with other partner NGOs. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights and all 

other human rights instruments are the cornerstone documents of PCI’s work in the field of 

human rights.  

 

In terms of content, this may relate to human rights violations in specific countries or to 

thematic violations such as human rights violations and struggle against impunity, 

conscientious objection, death penalty, child soldiers, torture and disappearances, migration, 

refugees, asylum seekers, racism, discrimination, rights of minorities and more. Interventions 

were conducted, often following fact-finding visits, in countries such as Sudan, East Timor, Sri 

Lanka, Bougainville, the Philippines, Israel/Palestine, Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, Chechnya, 

Georgia, Kosovo, Romania, Armenia & Azerbaijan, Brazil, Colombia, Haiti, Guatemala, 

Nicaragua, Honduras, El Salvador, Mexico and others. Very often, too, interventions on 

countries entangled in civil war.  

 

During the sessions, numerous side events were organised, some in collaboration with partner 

organisations and experts, and some not. At the appropriate time, the movement participated in 

the UN Universal Periodic Review of certain countries since 2006.iv 

 

The UN Committee on NGOs in New York 

Throughout the 1990s, interventions were regularly made regarding China’s human rights 

violations in Tibet. Since 1951, Tibet has been under Chinese rule, which has not been 

recognised by the Tibetan people. Both the oral and written interventions were prepared and 
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submitted by the International Secretariat in close collaboration with connected partners – joint 

statements. 

 

Every four years, PCI (as is the case for all other accredited NGOs) must submit a report on its 

activities to the UN. At the UN in New York, the ‘UN Committee on NGOs’ meets every two 

years to review and assess the reports submitted by NGOs, and to accredit new NGOs or to 

decide to withdraw accreditation from those that do not meet the criteria set by the Committee. 

 

Following a vote in the Human Rights Committee, nineteen countries are elected to serve on 

the Committee for a period of three years, alongside the five permanent members of the 

Security Council. Countries where human rights are not held in high regard are also members 

of the Committee. 

 

It took several years before Chinese diplomats began to place the PCI at the top of the agenda 

in the UN Committee. They put further questions to the organisation. In many cases, China was 

supported by other countries which, often for varied reasons, had also addressed comments or 

questions to our movement. The International Secretariat and its delegates in New York then 

had to respond to these questions in suitable time to be re-approved – or rejected – at the 

Committee’s next session. The constant threat was that it would lose its consultative status and 

then, after many years, must reapply for renewed accreditation.  

 

The debate centred on two areas of tension:  

1. In most cases, the issue concerns the ‘interpretation’ of words and concepts appearing 

in the statements. Diplomats interpret certain words differently from the authors of the 

statements. The concepts of ‘the right to self-determination, autonomy and human 

rights violations’ were consistently interpreted by some diplomats as advocating 

‘independence.’ PCI has never advocated for independence in its statements.  

2. Some diplomats accused our movement of granting too much freedom to its network 

members. Indeed, some PCI sections were at that time also active in, amongst other 

places, Cuba, and Colombia and in Russia in relation to Chechnya. According to some 

diplomats, PCI was ‘speaking with a forked tongue’ and did not exercise (sufficient) 

control over its network members or sections. Many of the Committee’s additional 

questions addressed to PCI concerned this second area of tension.  

 

Occasionally, questions would also come from other countries, such as Greece and Sudan. It 

was not always clear why they were asking us additional questions. The UN Committee is also 

a political forum. Our movement was then used as a topic of discussion within the Committee 

– a ‘clash’ of political differences and differing realities. 

 

In the early years of the civil war in Syria (2012), the International Secretariat received a phone 

call from the UN Secretariat in Geneva asking to replace a particular word in the submitted 

written intervention. The word in question was ‘regime’ – it had to be changed to ‘authority.’ 

If recalled correctly, the International Secretariat received two phone calls from Geneva asking 

to amend certain words in the written statements to avoid any unnecessary reactions. The 

language had to be limited to ‘human rights violations,’ and politically charged vocabulary was 

out of the question. 

 

For almost 16 years, PCI was kept on the agenda by the UN Committee. On three occasions, 

the movement was defended by several Western governments (Ireland, the UK, and the USA). 
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The Committee’s last supplementary questions were in 2016. The report of 2020 was adopted 

without comment.  

 

The representatives of PCI in New York at the time have, over the years, systematically 

approached the diplomats to ensure, for the time being, that the organisation would not lose its 

status. They also had to always be physically present to answer any further specific questions 

from the diplomats. This always required a great deal of effort on the part of the delegates, as 

the Committee’s agenda was not in their hands. The International Secretariat too, had always 

had to be on standby to provide answers to further questions by fax, and sometimes at short 

notice. It is always a good exercise in choosing the right words!  

 

Collaboration 

In today’s world, networking and collaboration are essential components of effective advocacy. 

NGOs need to create a strong collaboration among themselves, thematic groupings (clusters), 

and common action to be effective and get results in the vast world of intergovernmental 

bodies. We see collaboration as an essential part of peace building work and are pleased to play 

a facilitating role where we can. Sometimes, the list of NGOs wishing to make an oral statement 

is particularly long, which is why most diplomats ask the NGOs to work together and issue 

joint statements instead. 

 

It is important to stress that besides the advocacy work at the UN agencies it is also PCI’s task 

to educate its members and the public about the UN, today more than ever. 

 

Strategic Advocacy 

From 2012 onwards, building on its longstanding work at the UN, PCI broadened its 

understanding of advocacy, integrating active nonviolence, ecological justice and sustainable 

development into its established work on disarmament and human rights.  

 

This evolution was reflected in several important initiatives like participation in UNESCO 

consultations on the post-2015 development agenda, that would later be reflected in the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development; joining the Campaign to Stop Killer Robotsv to promote 

international regulation of autonomous weapons systems; participation in the Sarajevo Peace 

Eventvi marking the centenary of the First World War.  

 

At the United Nations Human Rights Council, the movement continued addressing country 

situations and thematic human rights issues while supporting efforts towards international 

recognition of the Human Right to Peace. 

 

Integral human disarmament  

The growing breadth of PCI's international engagement highlighted the need for greater 

strategic coordination. Following the 2015 World Assembly in Bethlehemvii, the movement 

adopted a new Advocacy Strategy (2017–2020), establishing four priorities: Active 

Nonviolence, Nuclear Disarmament, Palestine and Israel, and Extractive Industries in Latin 

America and the Caribbean. More importantly, the strategy transformed advocacy into a shared 

responsibility across the global network, strengthening the role of member organisations and 

linking grassroots peacebuilding more closely with international policymaking. 

PCI played an active role in the negotiations leading to the adoption of the Treaty on the 

Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) in July 2017 as a member of the International 

Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN)viii. The movement also continued advocating 
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on biological weapons, small arms and light weapons, autonomous weapons systems, 

consistently promoting an understanding of security centred on human dignity rather than 

military power. With its entry into in 2021, PCI coordinated a declaration signed by more than 

one hundred Catholic leaders welcoming the treaty and calling for the complete elimination of 

nuclear weaponsix. 

Alongside its work on disarmament, PCI strengthened advocacy for a just peace in Palestine 

and Israel through close cooperation with churches, ecumenical organisations and local peace 

initiatives. At the same time, it expanded its work on extractive industries, collaborating with 

member organisations in Latin America, the Caribbean and Canada to highlight the links 

between resource extraction, environmental degradation, violations of Indigenous Peoples' 

rights and violent conflict, while promoting greater corporate accountabilityx. 

Following the publication of Pope Francis' encyclical Laudato Si' in 2015, ecological justice 

became an increasingly important dimension of PCI's, promoting an integral ecology that 

addresses environmental degradation, climate change and unsustainable models of 

development as drivers of conflict and inequality. 

 

Addressing narratives and trends 

Changing geopolitical realities, including renewed militarisation, shrinking civic space and 

growing environmental crises, reinforced the movement's conviction that sustainable peace 

requires dialogue, international law, social justice and active nonviolence rather than military 

superiority. 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic transformed PCI's advocacy methods. Digital platforms enabled 

member organisations, church leaders, peacebuilders and human rights defenders from 

conflict-affected regions to engage directly with diplomats, parliamentarians and international 

institutions through webinars, consultations and online advocacy. These tools complemented 

advocacy visits to the United Nations and European Union institutions, making international 

engagement more participatory and inclusive while ensuring that community perspectives 

continued to inform regional and international human rights mechanisms. 

 

Accompaniment  

In the years after 2021 the movement increasingly improved its role as accompanying member 

organisations and local partners, enabling them to participate directly in international decision-

making processes. The adoption of the Advocacy Strategy 2025-2030 consolidated this 

evolution. While reaffirming active nonviolence as its overarching framework, the strategy 

identified four priorities: Integral Human Disarmament and Security; A Just Peace in the Holy 

Land; Ecological Justice and Energy Transition from a Peacebuilding Perspective; and the PCI 

Youth Forum.  

This shift culminated in the 2025 World Gathering in Florence, celebrating PCI's 80th 

anniversary, where the movement launched the PCI Youth Forum and adopted the Florence 

Commitmentxi. 

This approach was particularly evident in PCI's advocacy for a just peace in the Holy Land. 

Following the attacks of 7 October 2023 and the subsequent genocide in the Occupied 

Palestinian Territory, PCI worked closely with its local partners to call consistently for an 

immediate ceasefire and a just and lasting peace rooted in justice, equal dignity, and active 

nonviolence. Through its partnership with Kairos Palestine, the international dissemination of 
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Kairos II, a pilgrimage and advocacy visit to Bethlehem in 2025xii, and subsequent advocacy 

meetings in Brussels, PCI enabled churches and civil society representatives from the Holy 

Land to engage directly with policymakers and international institutions in a spirit of dialogue 

and costly solidarity. 

The same methodology informed advocacy concerning Sudanxiii, the Democratic Republic of 

Congo, Colombia, Myanmar and Haitixiv. Through the “Sudan Speaks” webinar series, 

engagement with European institutions and UN human rights mechanisms, and the submission 

of Sudan's UPR report (fourth cycle), local peacebuilders were able to present their own 

analyses, experiences and recommendations directly to international decision-makers. 

At the same time, PCI broadened its reflection on emerging ethical challenges by increasingly 

addressed the implications of artificial intelligence for peace, human dignity and international 

security, insisting that technological innovation must remain subject to ethical responsibility, 

human rights and international law. This work is further strengthened by Pope Leo XIV's recent 

encyclical Magnifica Humanitas.  

Ecological justicexv likewise became a central pillar of advocacy, promoting due diligence and 

corporate accountability, highlighting the interdependence of environmental sustainability, 

social justice and peace as well safeguarding of resources and indigenous rights. Extractivist 

economic models continue to fuel inequality, environmental degradation and violence by 

exploiting natural resources and communities for short-term economic and geopolitical gain.  

Recognising that the future of peacebuilding rests with current and future generations, PCI 

places young people and intergenerational dialogue at the heart of its international engagement, 

creating new opportunities for advocacy across regionsxvi. Through the PCI Youth Forum, the 

movement supports a new generation of peacebuilders committed to renewing multilateralism 

and strengthening international cooperation at a time when global institutions face growing 

challenges. As investment in militarisation increases, through higher military spending, the re-

militarisation of societies, the reintroduction of compulsory military service in parts of Europe, 

and the diversion of resources from youth, social welfare and education, young people are 

advancing a vision of security rooted in human dignity, active nonviolence, and effective, 

inclusive multilateral institutions. In this context, PCI advocates for a renewed United Nations 

that is more representative, accountable and capable of addressing the interconnected 

challenges of peace, justice, human rights and sustainable development. 

Conclusion 

Throughout this evolution, PCI has remained committed to linking local peacebuilding with 

international policymaking and it has sought to ensure that international advocacy remains 

rooted in lived experience as well as legal and moral principles. 

The movement's history of international advocacy witnesses how it is not only about 

participation in global institutions, but of continually redefining how those institutions can 

serve the pursuit of a just peace. 

Visit our webpage https://paxchristi.net/strategic-advocacy/ to read more and remain updated 

on the advocacy efforts of Pax Christi International. 

 

 

https://paxchristi.net/strategic-advocacy/
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Endnotes 

 
i An entire book or essay could be written about the international representation of Pax Christi 

International since 1979 until today. 
ii In 1983 Pax Christi received the UNESCO Peace Education Prize, and in 1987 the UN Peace 

Messenger Award. 
iii Pax Christi International played a part in bringing about the United Nations Convention on 

the Rights of the Child (UNICEF).  
iv In 2009, Pax Christi International compiled a packet, “Avenues for Advocacy in the United 

Nations Human Rights Council.”  This packet detailed the different mechanisms available to 

NGOs wishing to do advocacy work in the U.N. Human Rights Council. 
v Stop Killer Robots, global campaign that since 2013 calls for new international law on 

autonomy in weapons systems: https://www.stopkillerrobots.org/stop-killer-robots/  
vi “Sarajevo peace event: addressing the root causes of war”, by Heidi Meinzolt, published on 

June 30th, 2014, https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/sarajevo-peace-event-addressing-root-

causes-of-war-0/  
vii  “Pax Christi World Assembly and Exposure Visits in Palestine and Israel”, by National 

Justice & Peace Network, published on June 2015, https://www.justice-and-

peace.org.uk/areas-of-conflict/pax-christi-world-assembly-and-exposure-visits-in-palestine-

and-israel-2/   
viii The International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) is a coalition of non-

governmental organisations, of which PCI is part of, in one hundred countries promoting 

adherence to and implementation of the United Nations nuclear weapon ban treaty. This 

landmark global agreement was adopted in New York on 7 July 2017, and went into effect on 

22 January 2021. https://www.icanw.org  
ix Examples of the PCI advocacy work on TPNW: 

https://paxchristi.net/?s=TPNW&post_type%5B%5D=post&post_type%5B%5D=page&post

_type%5B%5D=avada_portfolio&search_limit_to_post_titles=0&add_woo_product_skus=0

&live_min_character=4&live_posts_per_page=100&live_search_display_featured_image=1

&live_search_display_post_type=1&fs=1   
x Call to the international community to support communities affected by extractivism in the 

Americas in their striving for their right to water”, by Pax Christi International and Consulta 

para las Americas de Pax Christi International, published in October 2024, 

https://paxchristi.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/pci-eng-position-paper-americas.pdf  
xi Pax Christi International Florence Commitment 2025, https://paxchristi.net/pax-christi-

international-florence-commitment-2025-2030/  
xii Pax Christi Internationa Delegation to the Holy Land, November 2025, 

https://paxchristi.net/pax-christi-international-delegation-to-the-holy-land-november-2025/  
xiii Pax Christi International focus on Sudan: 

- World Week of Prayer, April 11th, 2025 and 2026, https://paxchristi.net/world-day-of-

prayer-for-peace-in-sudan/ and https://paxchristi.net/after-the-world-week-of-prayer-

for-peace-in-sudan-testimonies-and-insights/  

- “Sudan Speaks” Webinars series, 2025, https://paxchristi.net/webinars-sudan-speaks/  

- “The War on Women”, Written by PCI Sudan Working Group member Dr. Mawa 

Mohamed and Abla Boush, July 2025 https://paxchristi.net/a-call-for-global-

solidarity-with-the-women-of-sudan-1/  

- “Sudan possible paths to peace?” Webinar, February 2026, 

https://paxchristi.net/sudan-possible-paths-to-peace/  
xiv Find more about PCI work on: 

https://www.stopkillerrobots.org/stop-killer-robots/
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