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63rd Regular Session of the Human Rights Council, 7 September - 9 October 2026
Annual Panel on Rights of Indigenous Peoples

Joint oral statement delivered by: Pax Christi International
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Mr President,

Pax Christi International and the co-signing organisations affirm that the rights of Indigenous Peoples cannot
be fully realised without ensuring that Indigenous Peoples themselves can shape decisions affecting their lives,
territories and futures.

Indigenous women are essential leaders in their communities. They contribute to protecting territories and
strengthening social cohesion, yet continue to face discrimination and barriers to equal and meaningful
participation.

Young Indigenous people likewise have an essential role in shaping the future of their communities. Their
participation is vital for the continuity of culture and knowledge.

Indigenous women and young people who peacefully and nonviolently defend their communities, territories
and rights often face intimidation, criminalisation and violence resulting in grievances deepening and space for
peaceful dialogue narrowing.

Indigenous women, young people and other human rights defenders must be able to speak out, participate in
decision-making and advocate for their communities without facing criminalisation, intimidation or repression.
This includes the Palestinian people, whose rights to their land, dignity and self-determination must be
respected as part of a just and lasting peace.

In line with the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, we therefore call on States to:
e protect Indigenous human rights defenders from criminalisation, intimidation and reprisals;
e guarantee the full, equal and meaningful participation of Indigenous women and young people in
decisions affecting their communities; and
e uphold free, prior and informed consent in decisions concerning Indigenous lands, territories and
resources.

Thank you,



