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63rd Regular Session of the Human Rights Council, 7 September - 9 October 2026
Interactive dialogue with the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (EMRIP)

Joint oral statement delivered by: Pax Christi International
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Mr President,

Pax Christi International and the co-signing organisations stands in solidarity with Indigenous Peoples who
peacefully defend their territories, their communities and their right to self-determination.

Struggles for land, water and the protection of nature are also struggles for peace. When decisions are taken
without the active, free and meaningful participation of the people who live there and when defenders are
criminalised, conflicts deepen.

A just peace must also be grounded in respect for Indigenous People’s wisdom, knowledge and ways of life.
Their ancestral relationship with the land and care for Creation can help us all face the ecological crisis. The
same principles must guide our response to peoples denied a meaningful say over their future, including the
Palestinian people, whose self-determination remains inseparable from ending occupation and dispossession.

When economic and corporate interests take precedence over human rights and democratic participation,
peace and accountability suffer. States and businesses must be held accountable under international law.

Genuine multilateralism, embodied by the UN, must ensure that those most affected have a voice.

We call for greater access for Indigenous Peoples to international fora and decision-making, with particular
attention to the voices of women and young people, helping connect today’s communities with the rights and
dignity of future generations.

Peace cannot be imposed from above. It is built through dialogue, solidarity and active nonviolence, including
by protecting those who defend their rights and territories peacefully.

Thank you.



