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Multilateralism at a Crossroads: Renewing the United Nations for Peace and Justice
Brussels, September 29th 2026

Multilateralism faces growing pressure from conflict, geopolitical tensions, inequality, climate insecurity and
declining trust in international institutions. Yet these challenges require collective action.

For Pax Christi International, renewed multilateralism must be rooted in peace, nonviolence, disarmament,
human rights, international law and the equal dignity of all, focusing not only on managing crises but also on
preventing violence and building cultures of peace.

Towards a more representative and inclusive multilateralism

UN reform is about whose voices are heard and whose experiences shape decisions and the possibility of a
review of the UN Charter under Article 109 merits serious consideration. A General Review Conference could
create space to reflect on the future of the multilateral system, including representation, peace and security,
accountability and the relationship between UN organs. Such a process should be inclusive and transparent,
giving civil society, peace organisations, faith-based actors, women, young people and communities affected by
conflict meaningful opportunities to contribute. This also requires addressing barriers that prevent many
communities and organisations from participating in international processes.

A legitimate multilateral system must reflect the diversity of the international community and foster genuine
partnership with countries and communities across the Global South. Such engagement should avoid
reproducing unequal power relationships or imposing external priorities. Peace organisations and civil society
can help build these connections, bringing community experiences into international debates and
strengthening solidarity across borders.

A Peace-Centred Approach to Security

The crisis of multilateralism cannot be separated from the persistence of war, militarisation and the continued
reliance on violence as a response to insecurity. A renewed multilateralism must place conflict prevention,
nonviolence, mediation and peacebuilding at the heart of international security.

For Pax Christi International, disarmament is about transforming the cultures, structures and relationships that
sustain violence. We therefore understand disarmament as integral: disarming weapons, but also disarming
fear, hatred, exclusion and the narratives that make violence appear inevitable.

Integral disarmament must also address the systems and economic interests that perpetuate militarisation.
Disarmament and arms control, including nuclear disarmament, must remain central to genuine human
security. Resources devoted to weapons and military escalation should increasingly be directed towards
addressing poverty, inequality, climate insecurity and the conditions that allow conflict to take root.
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Strengthening EU Commitment

Multilateralism can only retain credibility when its principles are applied consistently. The UN Charter,
international humanitarian law and international human rights law provide essential foundations for
protecting human dignity and addressing conflict, and should remain central to European external action. For
the European Union, this means greater coherence between its commitments to human rights, international
law, peace and multilateral cooperation, alongside transparency and accountability.

Europe’s history shows both the devastating consequences of war and the possibilities created by cooperation
and dialogue. The EU and its Member States can help renew multilateralism by supporting a more
representative UN, strengthening conflict prevention and peacebuilding, advancing disarmament, defending
international law and creating meaningful space for civil society.

Recommendations

1. Translate European support for UN reform into meaningful institutional change: The EU and its
Member States should use their political and diplomatic influence to advance a more representative,
effective and accountable United Nations, including meaningful Security Council reform. This should be
supported by sustained and respectful horizontal dialogue with under-represented countries, regions,
and communities, ensuring their perspectives shape European positions on multilateral reform.

2. Rebalance European security policy towards multilateralism, prevention and peace: As the EU and its
Member States strengthen defence capabilities, they should avoid increasing reliance on military
responses to insecurity. Greater political and financial priority should be given to diplomacy, conflict
prevention, mediation, peacebuilding, disarmament and arms control, while addressing the structural
drivers of conflict and strengthening mechanisms for peaceful dispute resolution.

3. Strengthen coherence and accountability in European multilateral engagement: The EU and its
Member States should ensure that their security and external policies are consistent with the UN
Charter, international law, human rights and peaceful conflict resolution. Greater transparency,
parliamentary oversight and meaningful civil society participation should help address gaps between
European commitments and practice.

For more information, contact: Read more here: E
Giulia Bordin, Advocacy Senior Officer, Pax Christi
International g.bordin@paxchristi.net
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